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By: Madelyn Ragland
Senior Staff Writer .

Film Festival (IBFF), Debbie Allen, a well-
known actor, director, dancer, choreogra-
pher and singer, visited the Tennessee State
University campus on Thursday, October 4,
2007.

A graduate of Howard University and 10-
time director of the Academy Awards, Debbie
Allen visited the communications department
to motivate students to keep pushing toward
their dreams. She encouraged many students
to dream because without dreams nothing hap-
pens.

“Debbie Allen was a bright spirit in the
studio and answered questions very humbly
and down to earth,”’ said Melissa Hall, a junior
mass communications major from Memphis.
“She also stressed the importance of doing
things that will help you (students) to move
forward and not backwards or sideways.”

Allen said America needs to reinvest
in education, because the (communication)
industry is bigger now. She said that students
now have more venues to get them out there.
In fact, technology has redefined the industry
which allows the world to communicate bet-

While in town for the International Black

Famous Choreographer Visits TSU
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Debbie Allen takes time out to be interviewed by TSUtv reporter Rita Kotey on

Thursday, October 4, 2007.

ter.

She also spoke: about failure’s role in
defining and attaining success.

Many undergraduates should reclaim their
images of what they want to do with their life
in the industry. Allen encouraged students to

be more well-versed in life. She said it’s better
to buy a painting versus a car.

Furthermore, she added that her mother,
who she said is her biggest inspiration, made

See “Allen” on page 3
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Sports Editor
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The TSU Volleyball team saw back-to-
back action this past weekend against OVC
opponents UT-Martin on Friday night and
Murray State on Saturday evening.

In game one against UT-Martin, UT-Martin
scored the first point of the game but gave TSU
the advantage to take control of the game when
the Tigers took the 2-1 lead on a kill by Collese
Dornan, claiming the 30-21 win.

Lady Tigers experience bitter-sweet feeling

With the Tigers motivated to do the same
in game two, Kamille King gave the tigers
the 19-9 lead by a service ace, and the tigers
remained with lead for the rest of the game.

The Skyhawks was ready to take the lead
in game three with a score tied 4-4, when UT-
Martin went on a 6-2 run to extend the lead of
the game to 10-6. The Skyhawks continued to
take the lead in claiming the 30-27 win.

The Tigers and Skyhawks were ready to
battle it out in game four. The score went back
and forth with both teams claiming the lead

Memphis shooting
touches TSU students

By: Acquanetta G. Donnell Jr. &
Ebony Works News Editor & Sports
Editor

University of Memphis defensive line-
man, Taylor Bradford, was shot and killed
near a university-housing complex on Sunday
night, September 30, 2007. A 2004 graduate
of Antioch High School in Nashville, Bradford
was known as a gentle person who bothered
no one. While at Antioch, Bradford lettered in
football, track, and baseball. Known by many,

See “Five-game” on page 15

See “Bradford” on page 3






