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HBCU alumni fail to donate

By M. Antonio Silas
Business & Technology Editor

Historically black colleges and universi-
ties have seen lower rates of alumni donating
funds to their Alma mater. While predomi-
nately white universities may see a higher rate
of retention in terms of gifts and donations,
schools like TSU may rarely see their full
potential of alumni donating back to the uni-
versity.

Some students do not mind contributing
back to their university.

“Depending on how much money I will be
making, I wouldn’t have any problem donat-
ing back to the school,” said Vernon Barker, a

junior supply chain management major from
Wisconsin. :

Shereitte  Stokes, Vice President of
University Relations and Development, deals
directly with Alumni Relations. As a previous
employee of two predominately white insti-
tutions,- Stokes was able to differentiate the
amounts given among the institutions.

“Alumni donations are not just a prob-
lem at (TSU), it’s a problem with HBCUs in
general,” Stokes explained. “At the previous
universities 1 worked at, about 40 percent
of alumni donated back to their respective
schools. Here at (TSU) about 1.5 percent of
alumni donate money back.”

While this may seem like a startling statis-
tic, Stokes explained that the 1.5 percent does

not account for all that the university receives.

*“The funds we count on our records come
through our foundation,” Stokes explained.
“As a result, all of the money that is donated
isn’t counted. We can’t really see all that the
alumni are donating. The actual percentage of
alumni that donate to the university is probably
closer to 5 percent.”

President Melvin N Johnson’s and Stoxes’
office, which include the foundation that
directly counts funds received by alumni, are
the only two offices that can receive gifts and
be included in the accountable funds.

Stokes also noted that it is important for
students to remember that TSU is a state

See “Alumni” on page 7

Rainbow Warriors too 'much for Tigers

By LaVonte Young
Senior Staff Writer

LOUISVILLE, Ky- The TSU Lady Tigers
volleyball team’s (20-14) amazing season
came to an end in the first round of the NCAA
Tournament as they fell to ninth rank against
Hawaii Rainbow Warriors (27-5) on Friday

-Nov. 30.

This was a truly amazing season for the
Lady Tigers. This year's team consisted of
seven newcomers and three seniors.

“This season is the best season (ever)
played,” Kelly Davis said. “(There were) times
we didn’t think that we were good enough to
make it, but knew if (we) played together we
could do anything. Our goal at the beginning of
the season was to make it to the NCAA tourna-
ment and hat's what we did.”

In the game, the Lady Tigers were going
blow for blow with the Rainbow Warriors. The
highly competitive first game was full of ral-

See “Tigers” on page 11
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Freshman Makena Nahoooikaika goes after a hit during the Lady Tigers match

against University of Hawaii on Nowv. 30







