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FIND PASSION
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Johnnetta Cole, current presxdent of Bennett College, stressed to TSU students
the importance of having passion for their field of study during her lecture
series speech at 1 p.m. on Thursday, March 29. She also served as keynote
speaker for the Women of Legend & Merit ceremony later that evening,.

By Cara Anthony audience of about 150 people on Thursday,

News Editor March 29. .

Cole is the currently the 14th presi-
dent of Bennett College in Greensboro,
N.C. and was last week’s speaker for the

Student Development and Symposium and
See "Cole" on page 6

Dozens of TSU community members
sat attentively as Johnnetta Cole delivered a
straight-forward message of hope and inspi-
ration to the Thomas E. Poag auditorium g
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Africana Studies
here to stay

By Rechelle Jackson
Staff Reporter

University officials have dispelled all
rumors that the Africana Studies department
will soon be-axed due to the program’s “low
number of graduates.

“That is absolutely untrue,” TSU
President Melvin N. Johnson said of the 13-
year old program.

Amiri Yasin Al-Hadid, department
head for Africana Studies and co-author
of Between Cross and Crescent: Christian
and Muslim Perspectives on Malcolm and
Martin, said there are currently about 1,000
students enrolled in some level of an Africana
Studies course.

TSU’s fall 2006 enrollment was 9,038.

“The Africana Studies program is not
going anywhere,” Al-Hadid said. “Do not
believe the hype. I have no idea where that
came from and there is absolutely no truth
to it.”

Currently, there are eight students — all
black — majoring in Africana Studies, accord-
ing to the fall 2006 university fact book.

The program has the fourth lowest num-
ber of students pursing a degree from its
department. Hospitality and tourism admin-
istration, school psychology and home eco-
nomics education each have one student,

See "Dept.” on page 3 '
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Professor discusses the Bible, African diaspora

By Acquanetta Donnell
Staff Reporter

Africans and their descen-
dants were cited as key religious
influences during a lively on-
campus lecture and discussion on
Wednesday, March 28.

William H. Hardy, associ-
ate professor of philosophy and
religion and coordinator of the
Jericho Project at TSU, spoke
in the Ford Residential Complex

about the relatedness of Africa in
the Holy Bible.

The Jericho Project i8
designed to attract gifted students
to careers in philosophy, religion
and law.

Hardy suggested that indi-
viduals seeking a better under-
standing should read the Holy
Bible’s New Revised Standard
Version, NRSV, due to its close-
ness to the original work of the
Hebrew people.

“I didn’t know that we were
a part of the Bible,” said Tiffany
Hunter, a junior nursing major
from Somerville, Tenn. “Some
people just don’t break the Bible
down and fully explain what it
says.

"I wish there were more pas-
tors like Dr. Hardy," she added.
"The reason we don’t know we
(blacks) are a part of the Bible is
because it has never been taught
to us. They do not want to teach

us; therefore, we have to figure it
out on our own.”

In 1986, Hardy said he
realized he had a calling on his
life and, after an attempt to run
from his calling, he enrolled at
Vanderbilt University, where he
began to study religion.

While at Vanderbilt, Hardy
said that during a particular
encounter with a professor, he

See "Hardy"” on page 6






