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Thank you for gracing us with
your presence at the 2024

Women of Legend and Merit
event. Your attendance added

immense value to the
celebration, and your support

for the honorees and our
mission of empowerment is
deeply appreciated. We are

grateful for your commitment to
recognizing the achievements of

exceptional women and look
forward to your continued

involvement in our endeavors.
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Few people impacted the lives of those around her like Latrisha Stewart Jemison. Committed to
spreading hope and help, Latrisha was devoted to her family, her faith and to serving as a force for

good. Today, guided by her legacy of leadership and service, we’re honored to introduce the $100,000
Latrisha Jemison Scholarship for single moms at Tennessee State University. We’re grateful for the

opportunity to advance the positive work Latrisha championed. 

In honor of our cherished colleague

The Latrisha Stewart Jemison 
Endowed Scholarship Fund 

Latrisha Stewart Jemison
A tireless advocate for the people

across Nashville and beyond. 

Congratulations to all of this year’s Women of Legend and Merit honorees.

President Glenda GloverPresident Glenda Glover  

Dear Honorees and Guests:Dear Honorees and Guests:  

On behalf of the students, faculty and staff of Tennessee State University, IOn behalf of the students, faculty and staff of Tennessee State University, I
would like to welcome you to the 15th annual celebration of women, thewould like to welcome you to the 15th annual celebration of women, the
Women of Legend and Merit Awards. This year’s theme is: “ExtraordinaryWomen of Legend and Merit Awards. This year’s theme is: “Extraordinary
Women Living Legendary Lives” and this year’s list of honorees, who representWomen Living Legendary Lives” and this year’s list of honorees, who represent
the categories of Education, Religion, Leadership and Government trulythe categories of Education, Religion, Leadership and Government truly
exemplifies this theme. Added to these special honorees are the recipients forexemplifies this theme. Added to these special honorees are the recipients for
the Strength, Courage and Commitment award and the Lifetime Achievementthe Strength, Courage and Commitment award and the Lifetime Achievement
award.award.

I extend a warm welcome to our guest speaker and award-winning author,I extend a warm welcome to our guest speaker and award-winning author,
journalist and motivational speaker, Ms. Sophia Nelson. I am sure that herjournalist and motivational speaker, Ms. Sophia Nelson. I am sure that her
message will inspire each of us to pursue our dreams and live fulfilled,message will inspire each of us to pursue our dreams and live fulfilled,
purpose-driven lives.purpose-driven lives.

Today’s honorees recognize that they stand on the shoulders of many whoToday’s honorees recognize that they stand on the shoulders of many who
came before them paving their path, and they are eager to support those whocame before them paving their path, and they are eager to support those who
are coming after them. They represent inspiration to other young women whoare coming after them. They represent inspiration to other young women who
are witnessing the dynamic achievements and unyielding commitments thatare witnessing the dynamic achievements and unyielding commitments that
are common among these Women of Legend and Merit.are common among these Women of Legend and Merit.  
I also congratulate this year’s “Rising Star” scholarship recipients, sophomoreI also congratulate this year’s “Rising Star” scholarship recipients, sophomore
Mya Wortham, an Exercise Science major, and junior Quentesha White, whoMya Wortham, an Exercise Science major, and junior Quentesha White, who
is persuing her undergraduate degree in Criminal Science.is persuing her undergraduate degree in Criminal Science.        

Thanks to our sponsors whose generous support makes this evening possible.Thanks to our sponsors whose generous support makes this evening possible.
Special thanks go to our 2024 chair, Ms. Seanne Wilson, the Women of LegendSpecial thanks go to our 2024 chair, Ms. Seanne Wilson, the Women of Legend
and Merit Award Committee, and the entire TSU Women’s Center Advisoryand Merit Award Committee, and the entire TSU Women’s Center Advisory
Board for their work in planning this wonderful affair. Most of all, I thank all ofBoard for their work in planning this wonderful affair. Most of all, I thank all of
you – our attendees – for your continued support of this event and the workyou – our attendees – for your continued support of this event and the work
we are doing at TSU that positively impacts the lives of young women.we are doing at TSU that positively impacts the lives of young women.  

Enjoy the program!Enjoy the program!

Sincerely,Sincerely,  

Dr. Glenda GloverDr. Glenda Glover
PresidentPresident



Seanne WilsonSeanne Wilson
Chair, 2024 Women of Legend and Merit CommitteeChair, 2024 Women of Legend and Merit Committee
Director, TSU Women’s CenterDirector, TSU Women’s Center

Dear Esteemed Women of Legend and Merit Honorees andDear Esteemed Women of Legend and Merit Honorees and
Distinguished Guests,Distinguished Guests,

It is my distinct pleasure to welcome you to the 2024 Women of LegendIt is my distinct pleasure to welcome you to the 2024 Women of Legend
and Merit Awards dinner and celebration at Tennessee State University.and Merit Awards dinner and celebration at Tennessee State University.
As we mark the fifteenth year of honoring exceptional women, we reflectAs we mark the fifteenth year of honoring exceptional women, we reflect
on the profound significance of this milestone.on the profound significance of this milestone.    Fifteen symbolizesFifteen symbolizes
positive change and empowerment across various facets of life, frompositive change and empowerment across various facets of life, from
leadership and wisdom to relationships and love. It signifies a journeyleadership and wisdom to relationships and love. It signifies a journey
towards the realization of God's plan and embodies values pertinent totowards the realization of God's plan and embodies values pertinent to
family, peace, and joy.family, peace, and joy.

Tonight, we gather to celebrate Honorees whose professionalTonight, we gather to celebrate Honorees whose professional
accomplishments, community engagement, and spiritual leadershipaccomplishments, community engagement, and spiritual leadership
have profoundly impacted the Nashville community. Despite facinghave profoundly impacted the Nashville community. Despite facing
myriad challenges, these women have demonstrated resilience andmyriad challenges, these women have demonstrated resilience and
determination in overcoming obstacles, both personal and systemic.determination in overcoming obstacles, both personal and systemic.
Their commitment to breaking barriers and paving the way for futureTheir commitment to breaking barriers and paving the way for future
generations of women is truly inspiring. We take great pride ingenerations of women is truly inspiring. We take great pride in
witnessing their triumphs as they shatter glass ceilings and strive forwitnessing their triumphs as they shatter glass ceilings and strive for
excellence.excellence.

I extend heartfelt gratitude to our esteemed keynote speaker,I extend heartfelt gratitude to our esteemed keynote speaker,  
Ms. Sophia A. Nelson, whose insights and wisdom guide us on a path ofMs. Sophia A. Nelson, whose insights and wisdom guide us on a path of
healing and growth. I also express profound appreciation to our 8thhealing and growth. I also express profound appreciation to our 8th
President, Dr. Glenda Glover, whose leadership over the past decade hasPresident, Dr. Glenda Glover, whose leadership over the past decade has
been invaluable. Furthermore, I extend sincere thanks to our generousbeen invaluable. Furthermore, I extend sincere thanks to our generous
sponsors whose continued support enables us to provide mentorship,sponsors whose continued support enables us to provide mentorship,
leadership, and personal development opportunities for women. Theleadership, and personal development opportunities for women. The
success of the Women's Center is a testament to the dedication of leaderssuccess of the Women's Center is a testament to the dedication of leaders
in Student Affairs, including Dean Frank Stevenson, Dr. Stacey Walker,in Student Affairs, including Dean Frank Stevenson, Dr. Stacey Walker,
and Dr. Brent Dukhie.and Dr. Brent Dukhie.

I commend the exceptional work of the Women of Legend and MeritI commend the exceptional work of the Women of Legend and Merit
Award Committee, the TSU Women’s Center Advisory Board, and theAward Committee, the TSU Women’s Center Advisory Board, and the
Women’s Center Ambassadors for their tireless efforts in organizing thisWomen’s Center Ambassadors for their tireless efforts in organizing this
event and ensuring its success.event and ensuring its success.

Tonight, as we come together to celebrate the achievements andTonight, as we come together to celebrate the achievements and
contributions of women, let us reaffirm our commitment tocontributions of women, let us reaffirm our commitment to
empowerment and progress.empowerment and progress.

Brenda GilmoreBrenda Gilmore
Mistress of CeremonyMistress of Ceremony

Brenda Gilmore, a dedicated public servant, was elected State Senator forBrenda Gilmore, a dedicated public servant, was elected State Senator for
Tennessee's District #19 in November 2018. Prior to her current role, sheTennessee's District #19 in November 2018. Prior to her current role, she
served as a Metro Council Woman and represented District #54 in theserved as a Metro Council Woman and represented District #54 in the
Tennessee General Assembly for twelve years. With a wealth ofTennessee General Assembly for twelve years. With a wealth of
experience, Brenda has also held notable positions in the private sector,experience, Brenda has also held notable positions in the private sector,
including nearly twenty years as Director of University Mail Services atincluding nearly twenty years as Director of University Mail Services at
Vanderbilt University, as well as roles such as Loan Officer at FidelityVanderbilt University, as well as roles such as Loan Officer at Fidelity
Federal Savings & Loan Association and Director of the Postal ServicesFederal Savings & Loan Association and Director of the Postal Services
Division for the State of Tennessee.Division for the State of Tennessee.

Senator Gilmore's academic journey includes earning a Bachelor ofSenator Gilmore's academic journey includes earning a Bachelor of
Science in Business from Tennessee State University and a Master'sScience in Business from Tennessee State University and a Master's
degree from Vanderbilt University. Beyond her professionaldegree from Vanderbilt University. Beyond her professional
achievements, Brenda's commitment to community service isachievements, Brenda's commitment to community service is
exemplary. She has served on various boards and committees, includingexemplary. She has served on various boards and committees, including
the John F. Kennedy Susan Gray School for Children, Margaretthe John F. Kennedy Susan Gray School for Children, Margaret
Cunningham Women’s Center, and the United Negro College FundCunningham Women’s Center, and the United Negro College Fund
Volunteer Committee.Volunteer Committee.

Passionate about women's advocacy, Brenda has chaired organizationsPassionate about women's advocacy, Brenda has chaired organizations
like CABLE and played a significant role in events such as the Women’slike CABLE and played a significant role in events such as the Women’s
March 2018. Her dedication to empowering marginalized communitiesMarch 2018. Her dedication to empowering marginalized communities
has earned her numerous awards and recognitions, including inductionhas earned her numerous awards and recognitions, including induction
into the Public Education Hall of Fame and accolades from organizationsinto the Public Education Hall of Fame and accolades from organizations
like the YWCA and NOAH.like the YWCA and NOAH.

Brenda's personal life is equally fulfilling. She and her husband, Harry,Brenda's personal life is equally fulfilling. She and her husband, Harry,
have been married for over 50 years and have one daughter, Ericahave been married for over 50 years and have one daughter, Erica
Gilmore, who serves as Metro Nashville Trustee, and a granddaughter,Gilmore, who serves as Metro Nashville Trustee, and a granddaughter,
Anyah Gilmore Jones. Brenda remains an active member of Mt. ZionAnyah Gilmore Jones. Brenda remains an active member of Mt. Zion
Baptist Church, where her faith fuels her passion for addressing issuesBaptist Church, where her faith fuels her passion for addressing issues
affecting the disadvantaged, women, and children. Her tireless effortsaffecting the disadvantaged, women, and children. Her tireless efforts
continue to make a profound impact on the lives of many, embodyingcontinue to make a profound impact on the lives of many, embodying
the spirit of servant leadership and advocacy.the spirit of servant leadership and advocacy.



Maya WorthemMaya Worthem
Maya Worthem, born in Alexandria, Virginia in 2004, grew up
in the Washington, D.C Metropolitan with her 9 siblings.
Currently pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in Exercise Science
and a minor in Personal Training at Tennessee State
University, Maya is passionate about health, wellness, and
community. Engaged in TigerFit and volunteering at events
like Breast Cancer Awareness Fair and Girls On The Run 5K,
Maya is dedicated to academic excellence and making a
positive impact in the Human Health System. Committed to
generational wealth and community service, Maya aims to
empower others to achieve their goals while embracing new
challenges and growth opportunities at TSU.

Quentesha White, hailing from Tuscaloosa, Alabama, serves
as President of the TSU Women’s Center while pursuing a
Criminal Justice degree as a Junior. As a first-generation
student and three-time Dean's list scholar, she embodies
dedication and academic excellence. Joining the Women’s
Center as a freshman Ambassador, Quentesha's commitment
led her to the Leadership TSU program, nominated by Ms.
Seanne Wilson. Engaged in community service, she's earned
recognition for her leadership. Nominated for the National
Society of Leadership and Success, Quentesha balances
academics with a work-study position since her freshman
year. Currently interning at Nashville Juvenile Court, she
aspires to attend law school, guided by Jeremiah 29:11.

Quentesha WhiteQuentesha White

Rising Stars Women’s Center 

 
Alyssa Johnson

Miss Women’s Center
 

Jasmyne Choate
Women’s Center Secretary

 
Canerica Johnson

Women’s Center Ambassador
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Jasmine Watkins 
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Dylan Stevens
Women’s Center Ambassador

 
Jeniah Singh

Women’s Center Ambassador
 

MariaNeasha Gray
Women’s Center Ambassador

 



Processional of Honorees.......................................................................Name of
Person
Prayer & Meditation..........................................................................Rev. Kelli X,
M.Div.

Director of Racial Justice Ministries at Scarritt Bennett Center

Greetings............................................................................................... Dr. Glenda
Glover
                                                                                                                              8th
President

                                                                                                   Tennessee State
University

Introduction of Mistress of Ceremony....................................Victoria Renee
McRae

Mistress of Ceremony…………………………………………................……. Mrs. Brenda
Gilmore
                                                                                          Former Tennessee State
Senator

Occasion/Overview……………………………………………………………….........… Name of
Person                                                                                                                                

Dinner & Music
Music City Center 

Women’s Center Video Presentation

Rising Stars

Miss Maya Worthem
Alexandria, Virginia 

Sophomore
Miss Quentesha White

Tuscaloosa, Alabama
Junior

Sponsors Presentation…………………..............Tennessee State University
Foundation

HCA  
REGIONS BANK

Salute to Honoree ………………………………......………………………………Mrs. Christiane
Buggs
                                                                                                          Pencil President &
CEO

 Education – Dr. Adrienne Battle 
Di t f S h l S i t d t

Order of Program

Salute to Honorees…………………..………Women of Legend and Merit
Committee

Leadership – Mrs. Sharon Roberson JD.
President & CEO 

YWCA Nashville and Middle Tennessee 

 Salute to Honoree ………...................…..Women of Legend and Merit
Committee

Lifetime Achievement – Dr. Jacqueline Mitchell 
 Executive Director

 Enterprise Systems Interdisciplinary Program and Professor of
Communications

Salute to Honorees……………………….…… Women of Legend and Merit
Committee

Religion - Rev. Sondrea L. Tolbert, J.D., M.Div. 
Executive Director - Scarritt Bennett Center

Assistant Pastor - Fairfield Missionary Baptist Church

Salute to Honorees……………………….…… Women of Legend and Merit
Committee

Woman of Strength, Courage, and Commitment -
 Dr. Caroline Baldwin Tucker

Retired, Metro Council Member
Principle, Metropolitan Nashville Schools

Introduction of Guest Speaker………..Women of Legend and Merit
Committee

Guest Speaker……………………..……………....................................…Ms. Sophia A.
Nelson 

Award Winning Author, Commentator, Journalist, Speaker 

Special Presentations.....…………………………….…………………..….Dean Frank
Stevenson

                                                                                                   Associate Vice-
President

                       Student Affairs Division
 

 Mayor Freddie O’Connell
 Tenth Mayor

 Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Tennessee

Remarks…………………...........................……………………………………………Dr. Glenda
Glover

 8th President 
Tennessee State University



Committee
Members

 The Women of Legend and Merit Awards has become a signature
event in support of the Women’s Center at Tennessee State

University. It is designed to raise awareness as well as funding in
support of the TSU Women’s Center. Since its inception, nearly 40
women have been honored and have received the exclusive “glass

slipper” award signifying the delicacy, class and valuable
characteristics of women.

 
 A small group of passionate, but powerful and committed women

were assembled on campus to make this dream a reality, resulting in
the inaugural Women of Legend and Merit Awards Dinner being

held March 2007. Through the years, the response from the
university and community has been outstanding. 

 That first awards program led to the development of the TSU
Women’s Center on campus. Just two months after the inaugural

Women of Legend and Merit event, the groundwork for a Women’s
Center on campus began as an effort to give female students the
resources they need to succeed in and outside of the classroom.

Sophia A. NelsonSophia A. Nelson

Sophia A. Nelson, Esquire, is a highly regarded and award-winningSophia A. Nelson, Esquire, is a highly regarded and award-winning
author, journalist, and distinguished international motivational speaker.author, journalist, and distinguished international motivational speaker.  
  
Renowned for her perceptive columns onCNN Opinion and her weeklyRenowned for her perceptive columns onCNN Opinion and her weekly
appearances on CNN, where she offers expert legal and political analysis,appearances on CNN, where she offers expert legal and political analysis,  
Nelson boasts a background as a former Adjunct Professor of PhilosophyNelson boasts a background as a former Adjunct Professor of Philosophy
and Religion, Big 10 Law Firm Senior Counsel and Capitol Hilland Religion, Big 10 Law Firm Senior Counsel and Capitol Hill
Congressional Committee Counsel.Congressional Committee Counsel.  
  
She is widely recognized as a Scholar, Lecturer, and Panel Moderator atShe is widely recognized as a Scholar, Lecturer, and Panel Moderator at
prestigious academic institutions such as Harvard's Kennedy School,prestigious academic institutions such as Harvard's Kennedy School,
Bowdoin College, Depauw University,Bowdoin College, Depauw University,  
University of Indiana-Bloomington and Historically Black Colleges andUniversity of Indiana-Bloomington and Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCUs) across the United States. Nelson has beenfeaturedUniversities (HBCUs) across the United States. Nelson has beenfeatured
on prominent national programs such ason prominent national programs such as  
Morning Joe, The Today Show, Nightline, and NPR. A trailblazer inMorning Joe, The Today Show, Nightline, and NPR. A trailblazer in
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion, women's workplace wellness, andDiversity, Equity & Inclusion, women's workplace wellness, and
Emotional Intelligence (EIQ),Emotional Intelligence (EIQ),  
she serves as a respected curator and trainer in corporate leadership andshe serves as a respected curator and trainer in corporate leadership and
human resources development.human resources development.  
  
Collaborating closely with Fortune 100 companies, Nelson has left aCollaborating closely with Fortune 100 companies, Nelson has left a
significant impact on global diversity and workplace wellness practices,significant impact on global diversity and workplace wellness practices,
extending her influence as far as Sydney, Australia.extending her influence as far as Sydney, Australia.  
With four bestselling non-fiction works to her name, including "BlackWith four bestselling non-fiction works to her name, including "Black
Woman Redefined," "The Woman Code," "ePluribus One," and her latestWoman Redefined," "The Woman Code," "ePluribus One," and her latest
2022 publication, "Be the One You Need: 21 Life Lessons I Learned While2022 publication, "Be the One You Need: 21 Life Lessons I Learned While
Taking Care of Everyone But Me" (Simon & Schuster 2022).Taking Care of Everyone But Me" (Simon & Schuster 2022).  

Nelson continues to make meaningful contributions to literature andNelson continues to make meaningful contributions to literature and
societal well-being through her various media, writing and speakingsocietal well-being through her various media, writing and speaking
platforms. She is the founder of the new "Redefining Freedom"platforms. She is the founder of the new "Redefining Freedom"
Foundation located in Virginia, and she is working on her 5th book byFoundation located in Virginia, and she is working on her 5th book by
the same name, due for publication in 2025.the same name, due for publication in 2025.  
  

Event History

Guest SpeakerGuest Speaker



Education Leadership

Dr. Adrienne Battle is Superintendent of Metro Nashville Public Schools,Dr. Adrienne Battle is Superintendent of Metro Nashville Public Schools,

the first female superintendent and graduate of the school system tothe first female superintendent and graduate of the school system to

serve in this role. She has spent almost her entire career at MNPS,serve in this role. She has spent almost her entire career at MNPS,

previously serving as a teacher, assistant principal, academic principal,previously serving as a teacher, assistant principal, academic principal,

executive principal, principal supervisor and communityexecutive principal, principal supervisor and community

superintendent. A Nashville native, Dr. Battle is a graduate of Johnsuperintendent. A Nashville native, Dr. Battle is a graduate of John

Overton High School, Missouri State University and Tennessee StateOverton High School, Missouri State University and Tennessee State

University, where she earned her master’s, education specialist andUniversity, where she earned her master’s, education specialist and

doctorate degrees in Educational Administration and Supervision. Underdoctorate degrees in Educational Administration and Supervision. Under

her leadership, MNPS was named a Level 5 district - the highesther leadership, MNPS was named a Level 5 district - the highest

achievement - in the Tennessee Value-Added Assessment System inachievement - in the Tennessee Value-Added Assessment System in

both 2022 and 2023. The district recently received national recognitionboth 2022 and 2023. The district recently received national recognition

in the Education Recovery Scorecard for its work on post-pandemicin the Education Recovery Scorecard for its work on post-pandemic

academic recovery, ranking in the top 10 among large urban districts foracademic recovery, ranking in the top 10 among large urban districts for

growth in both reading and math. Dr. Battle was named the Professionalgrowth in both reading and math. Dr. Battle was named the Professional

Educators of Tennessee’s 2022 Superintendent of the Year and the 2021Educators of Tennessee’s 2022 Superintendent of the Year and the 2021

Tennessee Principals Association Supervisor of the Year and received theTennessee Principals Association Supervisor of the Year and received the

Nashville NAACP’s Legacy Award. She is a graduate of LeadershipNashville NAACP’s Legacy Award. She is a graduate of Leadership

Nashville and is a member of Leadership Tennessee's 2023-2024 class. InNashville and is a member of Leadership Tennessee's 2023-2024 class. In

2015 she received the William J. and Lucille H. Field Excellence in2015 she received the William J. and Lucille H. Field Excellence in

Tennessee Secondary Leadership Award from the University ofTennessee Secondary Leadership Award from the University of

Tennessee-Knoxville as a result of leading Antioch High School toTennessee-Knoxville as a result of leading Antioch High School to

become the first zoned high school ever to be named a Tennesseebecome the first zoned high school ever to be named a Tennessee

Reward School, the top distinction a school can earn in Tennessee. She isReward School, the top distinction a school can earn in Tennessee. She is

a proud mother and wife.a proud mother and wife.

Sharon K. Roberson, Esq. is a seasoned C – Suite executive with over 30Sharon K. Roberson, Esq. is a seasoned C – Suite executive with over 30
years of experience in the insurance industry. She serves as Presidentyears of experience in the insurance industry. She serves as President
and CEO of YWCA Nashville & Middle Tennessee, the largest domesticand CEO of YWCA Nashville & Middle Tennessee, the largest domestic
violence services provider in Tennessee. Since joining the YWCA, Sharonviolence services provider in Tennessee. Since joining the YWCA, Sharon
has increased the 65-bed Weaver Domestic Violence Center's capacityhas increased the 65-bed Weaver Domestic Violence Center's capacity
by 15 beds. She has also broadened the agency's life-saving services,by 15 beds. She has also broadened the agency's life-saving services,
including adding the only Emergency DV Text Line in Tennessee andincluding adding the only Emergency DV Text Line in Tennessee and
implementing a children's program at Weaver Center. In 2021, YWCAimplementing a children's program at Weaver Center. In 2021, YWCA
opened the first-ever, state-of-the-art pet shelter in Tennessee for pets ofopened the first-ever, state-of-the-art pet shelter in Tennessee for pets of
domestic violence victims.domestic violence victims.  

Under Sharon's leadership, the YWCA has more than tripled its school-Under Sharon's leadership, the YWCA has more than tripled its school-
based programs, including expanding the AMEND Together healthybased programs, including expanding the AMEND Together healthy
masculinity program to eight other YWCA associations across themasculinity program to eight other YWCA associations across the
country. During COVID, the YWCA expanded its adult learning centercountry. During COVID, the YWCA expanded its adult learning center
programing and career services.programing and career services.  

Sharon has renewed the YWCA's focus on racial justice by implementingSharon has renewed the YWCA's focus on racial justice by implementing
a Social Justice and Advocacy program. Several anti-domestic violencea Social Justice and Advocacy program. Several anti-domestic violence
pieces of legislation championed by YWCA have become law inpieces of legislation championed by YWCA have become law in
Tennessee under her leadership.Tennessee under her leadership.  

During Sharon's tenure, the YWCA in Nashville received the largestDuring Sharon's tenure, the YWCA in Nashville received the largest
single donation in its 125-year history.single donation in its 125-year history.  

Sharon has received community recognition, including being a two-timeSharon has received community recognition, including being a two-time
Athena nominee, Nashville Bar Fellow, Leadership Nashville alum,Athena nominee, Nashville Bar Fellow, Leadership Nashville alum,
Nashville Business Journal Women of Influence, and being inducted intoNashville Business Journal Women of Influence, and being inducted into
the YWCA Academy for Women of Achievement. Sharon has beenthe YWCA Academy for Women of Achievement. Sharon has been
named one of Nashville's Most Powerful Women by the Nashville Postnamed one of Nashville's Most Powerful Women by the Nashville Post
and five times one of Nashville's Most Admired CEOs by the Nashvilleand five times one of Nashville's Most Admired CEOs by the Nashville
Business Journal. In 2022 she received the prestigious Napier-Looby BarBusiness Journal. In 2022 she received the prestigious Napier-Looby Bar
Foundation Z. Alexander Looby Lifetime Achievement Award.Foundation Z. Alexander Looby Lifetime Achievement Award.  

Under Sharon's leadership, the YWCA was named a 2018 person of theUnder Sharon's leadership, the YWCA was named a 2018 person of the
year by the Nashville Tennessean and one of Nashville’s 24 Black Leadersyear by the Nashville Tennessean and one of Nashville’s 24 Black Leaders
to Know in 2024 by the publication. She serves on the Children’sto Know in 2024 by the publication. She serves on the Children’s
Hospital at TriStar Centennial Community Advisory Board and theHospital at TriStar Centennial Community Advisory Board and the
Regions Bank Advisory Board.Regions Bank Advisory Board.  
Sharon graduated from Vanderbilt University with a B.A. in EconomicsSharon graduated from Vanderbilt University with a B.A. in Economics
and a law degree.and a law degree.  

Dr. Adrienne BattleDr. Adrienne Battle
Director of SchoolsDirector of Schools
MNPSMNPS

Dr. Sharon Roberson, Esq.Dr. Sharon Roberson, Esq.
President & CEO YMCAPresident & CEO YMCA
Nashville and Middle TennesseeNashville and Middle Tennessee



Religion Lifetime Achievement

Rev. Sondrea L. Tolbert, J.D., M.Div.Rev. Sondrea L. Tolbert, J.D., M.Div.

Rev. Sondrea L. Tolbert, J.D., M.Div. is the Executive Director of Scarritt Bennett Center,Rev. Sondrea L. Tolbert, J.D., M.Div. is the Executive Director of Scarritt Bennett Center,
adjunct professor of Business Law, author, and the first woman ordained and appointed asadjunct professor of Business Law, author, and the first woman ordained and appointed as
an assistant pastor of the historic Fairfield Missionary Baptist Church.an assistant pastor of the historic Fairfield Missionary Baptist Church.  

At Fairfield, Rev. Tolbert founded Sisterhood R.O.C.K.S. (Radically Obedient Christian-At Fairfield, Rev. Tolbert founded Sisterhood R.O.C.K.S. (Radically Obedient Christian-
Women Kingdom Surrendered), a ministry that empowers women and girls by offeringWomen Kingdom Surrendered), a ministry that empowers women and girls by offering
regular development opportunities, distributing products to women and childrenregular development opportunities, distributing products to women and children
experiencing homelessness, and holding regular mentoring round tables for teen girls.experiencing homelessness, and holding regular mentoring round tables for teen girls.
Additionally, she is the visionary for the Annual Fairfield Sisterhood Tea that empowersAdditionally, she is the visionary for the Annual Fairfield Sisterhood Tea that empowers
women and girls across the community; My Sister’s Closet, a free clothing boutique forwomen and girls across the community; My Sister’s Closet, a free clothing boutique for
women; and Pampering with a Purpose, which—in conjunction with various communitywomen; and Pampering with a Purpose, which—in conjunction with various community
organizations—provides free health services, business opportunities for women andorganizations—provides free health services, business opportunities for women and
minority vendors, educational materials and sessions, and self-care techniques.minority vendors, educational materials and sessions, and self-care techniques.  

She’s a gifted attorney and served in the judicial system for many years before transitioningShe’s a gifted attorney and served in the judicial system for many years before transitioning
to Scarritt Bennett Center as the Executive Director where she’s leading the way towardto Scarritt Bennett Center as the Executive Director where she’s leading the way toward
“creating a more just world.”“creating a more just world.”

Rev. Sondrea is the immediate past director of the National Consortium of Black Women inRev. Sondrea is the immediate past director of the National Consortium of Black Women in
Ministry (NCBWIM), Nashville Chapter, where she instituted initiatives involving breastMinistry (NCBWIM), Nashville Chapter, where she instituted initiatives involving breast
cancer awareness, domestic violence, and HIV/AIDS. She is the visionary for Pink Sundaycancer awareness, domestic violence, and HIV/AIDS. She is the visionary for Pink Sunday
Nashville that raises breast cancer awareness in churches, synagogues, mosque, faith-basedNashville that raises breast cancer awareness in churches, synagogues, mosque, faith-based
organizations throughout middle Tennessee.organizations throughout middle Tennessee.  

Widely recognized for her work having received proclamations from the State of TN andWidely recognized for her work having received proclamations from the State of TN and
the Mayor of Nashville. She’s received Visionary Award from “Fashioned in HIS image,”the Mayor of Nashville. She’s received Visionary Award from “Fashioned in HIS image,”
won the International Sojourner Trutch Award from the National Association of Negrowon the International Sojourner Trutch Award from the National Association of Negro
Business and Professional Women’s Club and was an ATHENA TWENTY TWENTY-ONEBusiness and Professional Women’s Club and was an ATHENA TWENTY TWENTY-ONE
Nominee.Nominee.

As a freelance writer, Sondrea further equips the body of Christ as the author of "On theAs a freelance writer, Sondrea further equips the body of Christ as the author of "On the
Bright Side Morning Joy", a collection of devotionals that awakens and encourages readersBright Side Morning Joy", a collection of devotionals that awakens and encourages readers
to live on the bright side. She has received numerous awards for her work includingto live on the bright side. She has received numerous awards for her work including
proclamations from the State of Tennessee, the Mayor of Nashville, the Visionary Awardproclamations from the State of Tennessee, the Mayor of Nashville, the Visionary Award
from Fashioned in His Image, Inc., the 2018 National Sojourner Truth Award from thefrom Fashioned in His Image, Inc., the 2018 National Sojourner Truth Award from the
National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women’s Club Central Alabama,National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women’s Club Central Alabama,
and an ATHENA 2021 Nominee. Rev. Sondrea is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,and an ATHENA 2021 Nominee. Rev. Sondrea is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc. and Les Gemmes, Inc., Nashville Chapter.Inc. and Les Gemmes, Inc., Nashville Chapter.  

Rev. Tolbert is a graduate of Fisk University, North Carolina Central University School ofRev. Tolbert is a graduate of Fisk University, North Carolina Central University School of
Law, and Payne Theological Seminary. She loves reading; spending time with family; andLaw, and Payne Theological Seminary. She loves reading; spending time with family; and
cuddling with Amos, her Maltipoo.cuddling with Amos, her Maltipoo.  
----  
Connect with Rev. Tolbert on LinkedIn at: https://www.linkedin.com/in/sondrealtolbert/Connect with Rev. Tolbert on LinkedIn at: https://www.linkedin.com/in/sondrealtolbert/  
Visit Rev. Tolbert's website at https://sondreatolbert.com/ or stolbert@scarrittbennett.orgVisit Rev. Tolbert's website at https://sondreatolbert.com/ or stolbert@scarrittbennett.org

Dr. Jacqueline W. Mitchell earned her Master’s Degree and Ph.D. in Speech Pathology fromDr. Jacqueline W. Mitchell earned her Master’s Degree and Ph.D. in Speech Pathology from
The Ohio State University, Department of Communications, with a secondary area ofThe Ohio State University, Department of Communications, with a secondary area of
concentration in Higher Education Administration and her undergraduate degree atconcentration in Higher Education Administration and her undergraduate degree at
Howard University in Speech and Hearing Sciences. Dr. Mitchell’s extensive internationalHoward University in Speech and Hearing Sciences. Dr. Mitchell’s extensive international
travels have included studying abroad and participating in academic meetings throughouttravels have included studying abroad and participating in academic meetings throughout
many countries in Africa, Europe, South America and Asia. Dr. Mitchell came to Tennesseemany countries in Africa, Europe, South America and Asia. Dr. Mitchell came to Tennessee
State University (TSU) as an Assistant Professor of Speech Pathology and Audiology in theState University (TSU) as an Assistant Professor of Speech Pathology and Audiology in the
Department of Communications, was promoted to Associate and then Full Professor, andDepartment of Communications, was promoted to Associate and then Full Professor, and
served two terms as Chair of the TSU Faculty Senate.served two terms as Chair of the TSU Faculty Senate.  

Dr. Mitchell served as Special Assistant to the President of TSU for the Geier Consent DecreeDr. Mitchell served as Special Assistant to the President of TSU for the Geier Consent Decree
from 2000 to 2006, managing $73 million dollars as part of the final settlement of the 38from 2000 to 2006, managing $73 million dollars as part of the final settlement of the 38
years long Federal Court Higher Education Desegregation lawsuit to eliminate the dualyears long Federal Court Higher Education Desegregation lawsuit to eliminate the dual
system in Tennessee. Afterwards, Dr. Mitchell became Project Director for the Preservationsystem in Tennessee. Afterwards, Dr. Mitchell became Project Director for the Preservation
of Historical Desegregation Documents in Tennessee Higher Education at TSU.of Historical Desegregation Documents in Tennessee Higher Education at TSU.  
Dr. Mitchell’s signature program is the annual Robert N. Murrell Oratorical Contest whichDr. Mitchell’s signature program is the annual Robert N. Murrell Oratorical Contest which
she has chaired for the last 28 years. Many of the scholarship contestants are or have beenshe has chaired for the last 28 years. Many of the scholarship contestants are or have been
enrolled in her Public Speaking class and some are members of the nationally award-enrolled in her Public Speaking class and some are members of the nationally award-
winning Forensics Team in the Department of Communications where Dr. Mitchell is awinning Forensics Team in the Department of Communications where Dr. Mitchell is a
professor.professor.  

Dr. Mitchell is presently Executive Director of the Enterprise Systems InterdisciplinaryDr. Mitchell is presently Executive Director of the Enterprise Systems Interdisciplinary
Program at TSU. She first served as Coordinator of Interdisciplinary Studies in the CollegeProgram at TSU. She first served as Coordinator of Interdisciplinary Studies in the College
of Arts and Sciences, helping students increase their marketability and gain access toof Arts and Sciences, helping students increase their marketability and gain access to
remunerative careers in the public and private sectors. Later, as Project Manager for theremunerative careers in the public and private sectors. Later, as Project Manager for the
Enterprise Systems Program (IBM technology), she worked with the Mobile CollaborativeEnterprise Systems Program (IBM technology), she worked with the Mobile Collaborative
Education Consulting firm (MCEC) to help academic departments at TSU infuse cuttingEducation Consulting firm (MCEC) to help academic departments at TSU infuse cutting
edge Enterprise Systems information technology courses into their curricula as boot camps,edge Enterprise Systems information technology courses into their curricula as boot camps,
bringing business partners to TSU and helping students earn certification badges inbringing business partners to TSU and helping students earn certification badges in
technical areas that will prepare them for internship placement and lucrative employmenttechnical areas that will prepare them for internship placement and lucrative employment
in Fortune 500 and other major companies across corporate America. She also fundraisesin Fortune 500 and other major companies across corporate America. She also fundraises
for the TSU Foundation Enterprise Systems Account, sponsoring students from all majors tofor the TSU Foundation Enterprise Systems Account, sponsoring students from all majors to
attend a national conference annually. Dr. Mitchell is also the principal fundraiser for theattend a national conference annually. Dr. Mitchell is also the principal fundraiser for the
Dr. Harold R. Mitchell Endowed Scholarship, named in honor of her late husband whoDr. Harold R. Mitchell Endowed Scholarship, named in honor of her late husband who
established the Department of Speech Pathology & Audiology and founded the Speech,established the Department of Speech Pathology & Audiology and founded the Speech,
Hearing & Language Center at TSU.Hearing & Language Center at TSU.

Dr. Mitchell’s community service includes having served as a member and officer on theDr. Mitchell’s community service includes having served as a member and officer on the
Board of Directors and Trustee Boards of two local Nashville Charter Schools and servingBoard of Directors and Trustee Boards of two local Nashville Charter Schools and serving
on the Boards of the YWCA and the Tennessee Performing Arts Center. Dr. Mitchell hason the Boards of the YWCA and the Tennessee Performing Arts Center. Dr. Mitchell has
served on various Departmental, College and University committees at TSU and beenserved on various Departmental, College and University committees at TSU and been
honored as Department Professor of the Year, Student Government Association Professor ofhonored as Department Professor of the Year, Student Government Association Professor of
the Year, been recognized for service by the Tennessee State University Theater Programthe Year, been recognized for service by the Tennessee State University Theater Program
and received the 2023 Faculty & Staff Award. Dr. Mitchell attends Mt. Zion Baptist Churchand received the 2023 Faculty & Staff Award. Dr. Mitchell attends Mt. Zion Baptist Church
of Nashville, TN, and is currently a member of Societas Docta, Inc.; Alpha Kappa Alphaof Nashville, TN, and is currently a member of Societas Docta, Inc.; Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc.; Associate Jewels of Jack and Jill of America, Inc.; The Links, Inc.; andSorority, Inc.; Associate Jewels of Jack and Jill of America, Inc.; The Links, Inc.; and
Carrousels, Inc.Carrousels, Inc.

Sondrea TolbertSondrea Tolbert
M.DIV Educator & Faith Based LeaderM.DIV Educator & Faith Based Leader
Scarrit Bennett CenterScarrit Bennett Center

Dr. Jacqueline Mitchell, Esq.Dr. Jacqueline Mitchell, Esq.
Executive Director of Enterprise SystemsExecutive Director of Enterprise Systems
Interdisciplinary Program andInterdisciplinary Program and  
Professor of Communications, TSUProfessor of Communications, TSU  



Woman of Strength, Courage,
and Commitment 

Government

  In 1999, Dr. Carolyn Baldwin Tucker was elected to the Metro CouncilIn 1999, Dr. Carolyn Baldwin Tucker was elected to the Metro Council
becoming the first African American woman to win a county-wide racebecoming the first African American woman to win a county-wide race
in the history of Nashville-Davidson County. Also, Dr. Tucker is the firstin the history of Nashville-Davidson County. Also, Dr. Tucker is the first
African woman to be elected as an At-Large member of the MetroAfrican woman to be elected as an At-Large member of the Metro
Council. Recently a street was named in her honor (Dr. Carolyn Tucker,Council. Recently a street was named in her honor (Dr. Carolyn Tucker,
Ct) because of her history making elections and longtime service to theCt) because of her history making elections and longtime service to the
community as an educator.community as an educator.  

For thirty years, Dr. Tucker was employed with MNPS: five years as aFor thirty years, Dr. Tucker was employed with MNPS: five years as a
classroom teacher; twenty-two years as a principal, and three years as anclassroom teacher; twenty-two years as a principal, and three years as an
Elementary Schools Director. For sixteen years, Dr. Tucker served as aElementary Schools Director. For sixteen years, Dr. Tucker served as a
Visiting Professor at Lipscomb University and during her tenure withVisiting Professor at Lipscomb University and during her tenure with
Lipscomb, for two years she was the Director of Graduate Studies inLipscomb, for two years she was the Director of Graduate Studies in
Education. Dr. Tucker was, also, an Exemplary Educator for theEducation. Dr. Tucker was, also, an Exemplary Educator for the
Tennessee Department of Education. In addition, during the 2009- 2010Tennessee Department of Education. In addition, during the 2009- 2010
school year, Dr. Tucker was appointed Interim Director of Schools for theschool year, Dr. Tucker was appointed Interim Director of Schools for the
Murfreesboro City Schools.Murfreesboro City Schools.  

Dr. Tucker is the author of two published books. Currently, she serves asDr. Tucker is the author of two published books. Currently, she serves as
a consultant for a non-profit organization and is a Ladies Bible Classa consultant for a non-profit organization and is a Ladies Bible Class
facilitator.facilitator.  

Dr. Tucker has been married to Jesse Tucker for fifty-four (54) years andDr. Tucker has been married to Jesse Tucker for fifty-four (54) years and
they worship with the Church of Christ at Jackson Street. The Tuckersthey worship with the Church of Christ at Jackson Street. The Tuckers
have two adult children: Attorney Susan Tucker Jones and Evangelisthave two adult children: Attorney Susan Tucker Jones and Evangelist
Randall Tucker, Sr who is married to Ericca. The Tuckers have fourRandall Tucker, Sr who is married to Ericca. The Tuckers have four
wonderful grandchildren.wonderful grandchildren.  

Senator Charlane Oliver is serving in her first term representing SenateSenator Charlane Oliver is serving in her first term representing Senate
District 19 District 19 in the Tennessee General Assembly. Tennessee became herin the Tennessee General Assembly. Tennessee became her
home over 20 years ago when she moved to Nashville as a collegehome over 20 years ago when she moved to Nashville as a college
student bound for Vanderbilt University. There, she earned a Bachelor ofstudent bound for Vanderbilt University. There, she earned a Bachelor of
Science in Human & Organizational Development and later a Master ofScience in Human & Organizational Development and later a Master of
Public Administration from the University of Tennessee in Knoxville.Public Administration from the University of Tennessee in Knoxville.
Charlane has over 20 years of experience in government, nonprofitCharlane has over 20 years of experience in government, nonprofit
management, grassroots organizing, communications, and communitymanagement, grassroots organizing, communications, and community
engagement.engagement.

Sen. Oliver is the co-founder of The Equity Alliance, a statewide 501(c)(3)Sen. Oliver is the co-founder of The Equity Alliance, a statewide 501(c)(3)
nonpartisan, nonprofit advocacy organization whose mission is tononpartisan, nonprofit advocacy organization whose mission is to
unapologetically build independent Black political and economic powerunapologetically build independent Black political and economic power
and keep government in check. Under her visionary leadership, sheand keep government in check. Under her visionary leadership, she
turned $250 of her own money into a $2.5 million-dollar powerhouseturned $250 of her own money into a $2.5 million-dollar powerhouse
organization in just five years. Her successes through TEA earned her theorganization in just five years. Her successes through TEA earned her the
prestigiousprestigious
recognition of 2020 People of the Year by The Tennessean and numerousrecognition of 2020 People of the Year by The Tennessean and numerous
accolades.accolades.

After the election of President Joe Biden and Vice President KamalaAfter the election of President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala
Harris, Charlane was named among 8 Black women fighting for votingHarris, Charlane was named among 8 Black women fighting for voting
rights in the South. She honed her policy expertise while serving as arights in the South. She honed her policy expertise while serving as a
congressional aide and communications strategist for U.S. Congressmancongressional aide and communications strategist for U.S. Congressman
JimJim
Cooper, where she advised the congressman on voting rights andCooper, where she advised the congressman on voting rights and
criminal justice reform issues. As State Senator, she plans to serve thecriminal justice reform issues. As State Senator, she plans to serve the
people with a progressive legislative agenda that champions women,people with a progressive legislative agenda that champions women,
children and working families; addresses the childcare shortage; protectschildren and working families; addresses the childcare shortage; protects
our most vulnerable citizens; protects our constitutional rights; ensuresour most vulnerable citizens; protects our constitutional rights; ensures
our democracy works for all of us; and brings significant investments toour democracy works for all of us; and brings significant investments to
the District. A resident of Bordeaux, Sen. Oliver is proud to be married tothe District. A resident of Bordeaux, Sen. Oliver is proud to be married to
her partner of 18 years, Captain Leshuan Oliver, with whom they haveher partner of 18 years, Captain Leshuan Oliver, with whom they have
three children together.three children together.

Dr. Carolyn Baldwin TuckerDr. Carolyn Baldwin Tucker  
Retired Metro Council Member Principal,Retired Metro Council Member Principal,  
Metropolitan Nashville Public SchoolsMetropolitan Nashville Public Schools

Charlane OliverCharlane Oliver
State SenatorState Senator
Tennessee General AssemblyTennessee General Assembly
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